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an ironic coincidence the last military triumph of
the old dynasty was combined with the first practical
demonstration of those principles of natural right
which, passing from the writings of the French
philosophers into the common mind of France, with
all the splendid corroboration of the Peace of
Versailles and the American Constitution, helped to
undermine the fabric of the monarchy.

We must not, however, overrate the influence
of philosophy upon the generation which preceded
the great awakening of the French Revolution. Even
now, if account be held of the general mass of men,
philosophers claim a small audience, and their
audience was far smaller in the eighteenth century.
There was no system of compulsory education ; there
were few public libraries ; a book was still something
of a luxury. It is questionable whether Voltaire
in his long lifetime numbered as many readers for
his seventy volumes as a successful American novel
would find in the course of a single season. The vast
mass of the French population was still illiterate,
and of the people who read books only a small pro-
portion was interested in politics. Madame Roland
was a literary lady of the middle class. She read
Shakespeare, and Plutarch's " Lives," and Thomson's
" Seasons," besides assisting a prosaic husband in
the compilation of a " Dictionary of Arts and Crafts " ;
yet in the whole course of her correspondence, which
has recently been published, there is no single allusion
to public affairs before the summoning of the States
General. The Revolution seems to cut a clean chasm
across her mental life. Before it she knows nothing
about politics, and after it she lives for nothing else.5
We shall not therefore be surprised to find that when,